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Plants for all Types of Shade

The plants on this list have been graded into 3 categories of shade tolerance.

Category #1 - Plants that will tolerate part-shade, meaning an area that gets only 5 hours (approximately ½ a day) of direct sun during the growing season.

Category #2 - Plants that will tolerate a mostly shaded spot, meaning an area that gets only 3 hours of direct sun a day during the growing season. An example of this would be the east or west side of a house, perhaps with some nearby shade trees.

Category #3 - Plants for full-shade, meaning an area that gets no direct sun during the growing season. An example of this would be the north side of a house with nearby shade trees blocking additional light. 


A good rule-of-thumb is that most plants that are tolerant of shade will also be quite happy with more sun; however, plants that prefer full sun tend to languish if they are subjected to partial shade. 


Interestingly, you should note that there are a few category-3 perennials, such as Asarum and Ligularia, and broadleaf evergreens, such as Leucothoe and Pieris, which prefer NOT to be exposed to very much sun at all, especially during the heat of summer, and/or the cold of winter.

	Annuals and Biennials

	Latin Name
	Common Name

	Abutilon species 
	 Flowering Maple (2)

	Agapanthus species 
	 Lily of the Nile (2)

	Angelica gigas 
	 Giant Wild Parsnip (2) 

	Bacopa species 
	 Bacopa (1)

	Begonia species 
	 Begonia (2)

	Brachycome 
	 Swan River Daisy (1)

	Browallia species 
	 Browallia (2)

	Brugmansia species 
	 Angel's Trumpet (1)

	Caladium species 
	 Caladium (3)

	Coleus species 
	 Coleus (2)

	Fuchsia species 
	 Fuchsia (1)

	Helichrysum species 
	 Helichrysum (2)

	Hypoestes species 
	 Polk-A-Dot (2)

	Impatien species 
	 Impatien (3)

	Ipomoea batatas 
	 Sweet Potato Vine (2)

	Ipomoea imperialis 
	 Morning Glory (1)

	Lobelia species 
	 Lobelia (1)

	Lobularia maritima 
	 Sweet Alyssum (1)

	Myosotis species 
	 Forget-Me-Not (1)

	Nicotiana species 
	 Flowering Tobacco (1)

	Plectranthus species 
	 Plectranthus (3)

	Scaevola species 
	 Blue Fan Flower (1)

	Torenia species 
	 Wishbone Flower (2)

	Perennials

	Aconitum species 
	 Monkshood (1)

	Aegopodium 'Variegatum' 
	 Bishop's Weed (2)

	Ajuga species 
	 Bugleweed (2)

	Alchemilla species 
	 Lady's Mantle (2)

	Aquilegia species 
	 Columbine (1)

	Aruncus species 
	 Goatsbeard (2)

	Asarum species 
	 Ginger (3)

	Astilbe species 
	 False Spirea (2)

	Astrantia species 
	 Masterwort (1)

	Belamcanda species 
	 Blackberry (1)

	Brunnera macrophylla 
	 Siberian Bugloss (2)

	Chrysogonum virginianum 
	 Goldenstar (2)

	Cimicifuga racemosa 
	 Black Snakeroot (3)

	Convallaria majalis 
	 Lily-of-the-Valley (3)

	Corydalis species 
	 Bleeding Heart (3)

	Dianthus species 
	 Dianthus (1)

	Dicentra species 
	 Bleeding Heart (3)

	Digitalis species 
	 Foxglove (2)

	Echinacea species 
	 Purple Coneflower (1)

	Echinops species 
	 Globe Thistle (1)

	Epimedium species 
	 Barrenwort (3)

	Eupatorium species 
	 Hardy Ageratum (1)

	Ferns 
	 Most varieties (2-3)

	Filipendula species 
	 Meadowsweet (2)

	Fragaria species 
	 Woodland Strawberry (1)

	Galium odoratum 
	 Sweet Woodruff (3)

	Gentiana species 
	 Gentian (1)

	Geranium species 
	 Cranesbill (1)

	Helleborus species 
	 Christmas Rose (3)

	Heuchera species 
	 Coral Bells (1)

	Hosta species 
	Hosta (3)

	Iris pseudacorus 
	 Yellow Flag Iris (2)

	Iris siberica species 
	 Siberian Iris (1)

	Iris versicolor species 
	 Blue Flag (2)

	Lamiastrum galeobdolon 
	 Dead Nettle (3)

	Lamium species 
	 False Dead Nettle (2)

	Liatris species 
	 Gayfeather (1)

	Ligularia species 
	 Ligularia (3)

	Liriope species 
	 Lily Turf (1)

	Lobelia species 
	 Lobelia (1)

	Lysimachia species 
	 Circle Flower (1)

	Mertensia species 
	 Virginia Bluebells (2)

	Monarda species 
	 Bee Balm (1)

	Penstemon species 
	 Beard Tongue (1)

	Phlox divaricata 
	 Wood Phlox (2)

	Phlox stolonifera 
	 Creeping Phlox (2)

	Physostegia species 
	 False Dragonhead (1)

	Polemonium species 
	 Jacob's Ladder (2)

	Polygonatum odoratum 
	 Solomon's Seal (2)

	Primula species 
	 Primrose (2)

	Pulmonaria species 
	 Lungwort (2)

	Sisyrinchium species 
	 Blue-Eyed Grass (1)

	Thalictrum species 
	 Meadow Rue (2) 

	Tiarella wheyeri 
	 Foamflower (2)

	Tricyrtis species 
	 Toad Lily (2)

	Veronica 'Sunny Border Blue' 
	 Speedwell (1)

	Viola species 
	 Violet (2)

	Shrubs

	Abeliophyllum distichum 
	 Korean Abelialeaf, White Forsythia (1)

	Acanthopanax sieboldianus 
	 Fiveleaf Aralia (3)

	Aesculus parviflora 
	 Bottlebrush Buckeye (2)

	Aucuba japonica 
	 Japanese Aucuba (3)

	Azalea species 
	 Azalea (1)

	Azaleas 
	 See Rhododendron (2)

	Buxus species 
	 Boxwood (2)

	Buxus 'Vardar Valley' 
	 Buxus 'Vardar Valley' (3)

	Callicarpa dichotoma 
	 Korean Beautyberry (1)

	Calycanthus floridus 
	 Carolina Allspice (3)

	Camelia sasanqua hybrids 
	 Hardy Camelia (2) 

	Cephalotaxus harringtonia 
	 Japanese Plum Yew and cultivars (3)

	Clethra alnifolia 
	 Sweet Pepperbush (2)

	Corylopsis pauciflora 
	 Winterhazel (2)

	Cotoneaster apiculatus 
	 Cranberry Cotoneaster (1)

	Cotoneaster dammeri 
	 Bearberry Cotoneaster (1)

	Cotoneaster horizontalis 
	 Rockspray (2) 

	Cotoneaster salicifolius repandens (repens) 
	 Willowleaf Cotoneaster (1)

	Deutzia species & cultivars/hybrids
	Deutzia (1)

	Euonymus species 
	 Most varieties (3)

	Forsythia 
	 Forsythia (1)

	Franklinia alatamaha 
	 Franklinia, Franklin Tree (1)

	Gaultheria species 
	 Wintergreen (2)

	Gaylussia brachycera 
	 Box Huckleberry (1)

	Hamamelis x intermedia 
	 Witch Hazel (2)

	Hedera species 
	 Ivy (3)

	Hydrangea anomala 
	 Climbing Hydrangea (2)

	Hydrangea arborescens 'Annabelle’ 
	 Annabelle Hydrangea (2)

	Hydrangea 'Petiolaris' 
	 Climbing Hydrangea (2)

	Hydrangea quercifolia 
	 Oakleaf Hydrangea (2)

	Hydrangea species & cultivars
	 Hydrangea (1-2)

	Ilex crenata 
	 Japanese Holly (2)

	Ilex crenata 'Helleri' 
	 Helleri Japanese Holly (2) 

	Ilex crenata 'Hetzii' 
	 'Hetzii' Japanese Holly (2)

	Ilex glabra & cultivars 
	 Inkberry Holly (2)

	Ilex opaca & cultivars 
	 American Holly (2)

	Ilex x meservae 
	 Blue Holly (2)

	Illicium floridanum 
	 Florida Anise, Starbush (3)

	Itea virginica 
	 Virginia Sweetspire (2)

	Kalmia angustifolia 
	 Lambkill Kalmia (1)

	Kalmia latifolia & cultivars 
	 Mountain Laurel (2) 

	Kerria japonica 
	 Japanese Kerria (2)

	Leiophyllum buxifolium 
	 Box Sandmyrtle (2)

	Leucothoe axillaris 
	 Coast Leucothoe (2)

	Leucothoe fontanesiana (catesbaei) 
	 Drooping Leucothoe (2)

	Lindera benzoin 
	 Spicebush (2)

	Mahonia species 
	 Oregon Grape Holly (3)

	Microbiota decussata 
	 Russian Arborvitae (2) 

	Nandina domestica 
	 Heavenly Bamboo (2)

	Osmanthus americanus 
	 American Osmanthus (3)

	Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Gulftide' 
	 False Holly (3)

	Osmanthus heterophyllus 'Goshiki' 
	 'Goshiki' False Holly (2) 

	Pachysandra species 
	 Pachysandra (3)

	Paxistima (Pachistima) canbyi 
	 Cliff Green, Ground Holly (2)

	Pieris 'Brouwer's Beauty' 
	 Andromeda (2)

	Pieris japonica 
	 Japanese Pieris, Andromeda (2)

	Pieris japonica 'Dorothy Wycoff' 
	 Dorthy Wycoff Andromeda (3)

	Prunus laurocerasus 'Otto Luyken' 
	 Otto Luyken laurel, Cherry Laurel (3)

	Prunus schkipkaensis 
	 Skip Laurel (3)

	Rhododendron maximum 
	 Rosebay Rhododendron (3)

	Rhododendron minus 
	 Rhododendron (2)

	Rhododendron species & cultivars
	 Rhododendron (2)

	Rhododendron 'Wilsoni' 
	 Rhododendron (2)

	Rosa rubrifolia 
	 Redleaf Rose (1)

	Sarcococa hookeriana 'humilis' 
	 Christmas Box, Sweet Box (3)

	Schizophragma hydrangioides 
	 Japanese Hydrangea Vine (2)

	Sciadopitys verticillata 
	 Japanese Umbrella Pine (2)

	Skimmia japonica 
	 Japanese Skimmia (3)

	Skimmia reevesiana 
	 Reeve's Skimmia (3)

	Sorbaria sorbifolia 
	 False Spirea (3)

	Spirea species & cultivars 
	 Spirea (1)

	Taxus species 
	 Yew (3)

	Vaccinium angustifolium 
	 Lowbush Blueberry (1)

	Vaccinium corymbosum 
	 Highbush Blueberry (2) 

	Vaccinium minus 
	 Mt. Cranberry (2)

	Viburnum acerifolia 
	 Viburnum (3)

	Viburnum lantana 'Mohican' 
	 Mohican Viburnum (2)

	Viburnum plicatum tomentosum 'Shasta' 
	 Shasta viburnum (3)

	Viburnum x pragense 
	 Prague Viburnum (3)

	Viburnum rhytidophyllum 
	 Leatherleaf Viburnum (3)

	Viburnum sieboldi 
	 Siebold Viburnum (3)

	Vinca minor 
	 Myrtle (2)
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