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2011 Organic Lawn Care Schedule

This schedule proposes a loose time line for an annual organic lawn care program. It can be consulted after reading our 2011 Organic Lawn Care handout or in conjunction with Organic 4 Step Lawn Program. Remember each lawn is different and poses it’s own set of problems at various times during the season. 
*You would not do every step of this schedule - only the parts that pertain to your lawn and the program you have chosen to use.*

If you are following The Organic 4 Step Lawn Program, and have a reoccurring grub problem, granular milky spore should be added to the program three times a year (spring, summer, fall) for two years. Any weeds can be spot sprayed with Ortho’s new ready to use selective broadleaf weed killer called Whitney Farms Lawn Weed Killer.  Derived from iron, it will kill broadleaf weeds or crabgrass is to spot treat with an organic total vegetation killer such as Burn Out.  Be careful to spray only the weed and do not let overspray drift onto good lawns as it will be killed.  Whitney Farms Lawn Weed Killer will not kill crabgrass.  Deal with disease problems by spreading a light layer of compost or spraying a compost tea. Specific products like liquid copper or Actinovate can be used for certain diseases.


When designing your own program, all the above will apply. You may also need to treat your lawn with corn gluten depending upon which fertilizer is used. Apply corn gluten twice a year (spring, fall) for three years. *Do not apply corn gluten or products containing corn gluten if seeding is planned* Nematodes, neem oil, and Spinosad can be utilized for certain insects. 

A loose schedule for a first year organic lawn is as follows:

January/February


*Do not walk on frozen lawn - this will damage it.

March


*If the lawn is dry - rake up winter’s debris.


*A good time for a soil test.


*If lime was not applied the previous fall - apply it now.


*Late March/Early April - apply corn gluten.

April


*Fertilize with an organic lawn food.


*Apply Organic Step 1 Lawn Booster 8-0-1 (if seeding switch Steps 1 and 2).


*Begin seeding late this month.

May


*Use nematodes or neem oil for a grub outbreak.


*Time for spring application of granular milky spore.


*Continue seeding - if needed.


*Use Organic Step 1 Lawn Booster - if not applied in April.


*Spot kill broadleaf weeds with Whitney Farms Lawn Weed Killer

*Watch for any signs of lawn disease.


*Apply Organic Step 2 Kelp Booster Plus in late May.

June


*Good time to overseed the lawn to thicken it up.


*Spread dry compost or spray compost tea to combat lawn disease problems.


*Use Organic Step 2 Kelp Booster Plus - if not applied in May.


*Spot treat or hand pull any broadleaf weeds.

July


*Fertilize with an organic fertilizer.


*Treat chinch bug with neem oil.


*Apply Organic Step 3 Kelp Booster Plus.

*Spot kill any crabgrass with Burn Out.


*Monitor for signs of lawn disease - treat accordingly.


*Late July - time for summer application of granular milky spore.

August


*Use Organic Step 3 Kelp Booster Plus - if not applied in July.


*Apply granular milky spore - if not done in July.


*Spot treat or hand pull any crabgrass.


*Continue to monitor for lawn disease, chinch bug, or grubs.

September


*Good time to seed a lawn, spot seed, or over seed.


*If seeding - use Organic Kelp Booster Plus.

*Apply Organic Step 4 Lawn Booster 8-0-1.


*Mid-September - apply corn gluten again.


*Spot treat or hand pull any crabgrass or broadleaf weeds.

October


*Fertilize with an organic fertilizer.


*Time for fall application of granular milky spore.


*Use Organic Step 4 Lawn Booster - if not applied in September.

November


*Fertilize early November - if not done yet this fall.


*Keep lawn clear of leaves that pile up.


*Apply lime - if needed.

December


*Can still apply lime - so long as ground is not frozen.


*Be sure lawn does not go into winter with leaves or debris on it.


This schedule of proposed steps to consider assumes that all the proper cultural practices for growing turf are being followed. Some of these are:  using the correct seed for the site, mowing the lawn at the correct height, ensuring for proper drainage, liming when needed, irrigating properly and aerating as needed.
